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Success all round!

It has been an exceptional term at
Waseley Hills and | hope you will agree
that this collection of celebrations

demonstrates the immense change

and positive movement that is
happening with the school and community this year.

We began the term with the official publication of the
outcome of our Ofsted visit in December in which the
HMI inspector reported that the school has taken
"decisive and well-chosen actions to address the
areas of improvement. There is an appropriate
sense of urgency to the changes you are making.
Staff are working well with you to implement
these changes, and pupils are responding well
too." One of the most pleasing parts of the day
was hearing HMI Clarkson say "I am absolutely
positive that this school is already very secure".

This report has already had significant
consequences for the school. Recruitment has
blossomed since and, so far, we have had the
largest admissions into Year 7 in five years as
people can see the progress being made. p
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We have some tremendous news in our Sixth Form this term. A huge
congratulations to our Sixth Formers around their university offers. Over 80% of
our cohort have applied for university and 95% of them have gained an offer from
their first choice destination. A third of these are from a Russel Group university
including medicine and veterinary courses. A huge congratulations to them for all
of their hard work during the application process.

January saw the start of the new
build project. The half term
break was utilised to start to
build the compound and fence
off the playground ready for
phase one of the 8,493m’
state-of-the-art facility, comprising

two core blocks, which will replace
the existing school and will cater to
more than 1,000 pupils. Students e Atibury Douglas 3|5

have responded impeccably to the

changes this has brought to the school with a one-way system and shared use of the sports
hall and studio at break and lunch. Tiloury Douglas have also delivered assemblies about
the new build, inspiring the next generation of architects, builders and designers alike.
They have plans to deliver similar assemblies in the feeder primary schools, with the
Holywell one this term having gone down a storm.

Waseley Hills and Stuart Palmer Project Manager, Tilbury Douglas

This term has also seen two large external reviews to support our progress. The SEND
department welcomed Lorraine Peterson (OBE) who scrutinised the provision for SEND
students. Lorraine has visited all of the CRST schools and recognised Waseley as best



practice in many areas, an enormous achievement for Mrs Stokes our SENDCO and Miss
Snell our MAB Lead alongside the phenomenal SEND department. A special mention must
go to Mr Ravenhill, Mrs Miller and Mrs Joshi for their excellent work, particularly during
the months before the summer break last year, to allow the school to continue their
progress in SEND provision.

The Safeguarding and Pastoral team also had an external review with a specialist company
for safeguarding in schools. They commented on how impressed they were with our
students and the cohesiveness of the school. It was lovely to see the amazing safeguarding
team who deal with the most difficult of cases, led by Mrs Meredith our Designated
Safeguarding Lead, get this recognition and validation for their exceptional hard work and

care.

Perhaps the most exciting part of the term for me has been the extraordinary amount of
success our students have had. They have taken part in a vast number of extra-curricular
competitions and activities many of which have been recognised as outstanding. There
have been multiple wins in football fixtures for both boys and girls teams, handball wins
and an excellent dance festival in PE. There have also been wins in Trust Science
competitions and Psychology competitions for Sixth Form. The students were exceptional
on the Austria ski trip and plans are already under way to run this again next year. The first
musical in the school for 12 years was a roaring success and showed the community what
the students can achieve so wonderfully. Our Year 7 students impressed Morgan Stanley in
their project to engage in the world of business and finance and the DofE first training
weekend was also a great success. These are just a few of the numerous moments that
have seen our students flourish.

It may well have only been a 10-week term, but the students and staff made the most of
every minute of it. Thank you for taking the time to read and share the experiences. | hope

that you enjoy seeing how brilliant the students have been and the hard work put in by our
great staff.

We wish you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break.

Tom Preston, Head of School



Mosque visit

Year 10 RPE students visited the
Barakaat Mosque this term as
part of their study of Islam at
GCSE.

Students experienced the
workings of the mosque including
prayer, education and preparation
for worship.

It was an extremely informative

- Da_rul_ Barakaat Mosque - Birmingham and enjoyable visit.

A trip back through time

In the second week back after Christmas, still full of turkey and arguing over who has to eat
the last Bounties out of the Celebrations tub (I love a Bounty by the way — dark chocolate
version if anyone is thinking of thank you presents), Mrs Drumm, 20 Year 9s and | braved
the one cold weather day this year and journeyed to The Lapworth Museum of Geology at
the University of Birmingham.

Our journey did not stop there, as we
continued on an adventure through geological
time all the way back to 4.6 billion years ago.
The students conducted a self-guided tour
through rock formations, fossils and the
structure of the Earth, taking in a variety of
fabulous minerals and gemstones, dinosaur
skeletons and real animal skulls that showed
the path of human evolution.

We concluded our visit by completing a selection of activities
on the tectonic plates, continental drift theory, finding
evidence for plate movements and looking at where on our
planet volcanoes
and earthquakes
happen.

Thanks especially to Freddie, Savannah, Dylan,
Georgina and Tanya for all the fantastic photos
we shared!

Mr Burton



CRST wihnners

We are very proud to announce a grand total of
£1238.00 has been raised by Waseley Hills High
School, winning the CRST Trust-wide fundraising
challenge. Organised by our Sixth Form Charity
Ambassadors, Keelan and Ellie, and supported by
the rest of the Sixth Form students, the activities

included a charity wristband

sale, a tuck shop and a Q

fantastic Christmas Fair for the Birmingham

whole school to enjoy . The Chiloren’s Hospitol

Charity
money raised has been Total Raised
donated to Birmingham £1238
Childrens Hospital, our CRST Thank you!

Charity of the Year.

Edgciting

Our science department housed 10 eggs that hatched into chicks inside an incubator. A live
webcam broadcast the progress over the internal screens around the school and students
very much enjoyed seeing the process on their way to and from lessons. The chicks were
being used to teach students about life
cycles and statistical testing.

Students have really enjoyed handling the
Waseley chicks as part of their science
lessons. The chicks have enjoyed it too,
with some even having a snooze in
students' hands!




Waseley Hills Austria 2024

Over February half term, 33 Year ool
8 and 9 students from Waseley

Hills spent an amazing week on

the slopes in Alpendorf, Austria.

Students showed incredible
determination and
perseverance, learning to ski

over the course of 5 days.

Resilience and independence

grew as the week progressed

with all students venturing onto

the main mountain.

Some students even conquered red and black runs — impressive progress for beginners!




The slopes we conquered!

Team Waseley! Our amazing instructors Mads, Tyler and Tobias from IBT in the foreground

In addition to skiing, students enjoyed a fantastic alpine rollercoaster ‘The Lucky Flitzer’

and had lots of fun bum boarding!

We are so proud of those who took part. All were a credit to us and true
representatives of Team Waseley. After the success of this trip, we are hoping to

arrange future ski trips for 2025 and beyond — watch this space!



The ski trip was the
best week ever! I
was proud of how
much | progressed
in a week and hope
to go back.







Back in the field ... Browhie bake Off

Muddy feet and boots can only mean one
thing!! D of E is back with our first Bronze
group shown here completing Day 1 of
their training and mini practice
expedition. Day 2 was skills development
and route planning. Students have been
great and shown real determination!

Boston Williams and Christine Nicholson

My colleague Boston Williams is of
the view that his brownie recipe
made with cocoa powdetr, as
opposed to 75% dark chocolate,
which | use, is better than mine.
Naturally | don't agree, so we decided
on a friendly challenge in aid of
charity. We each baked a batch of
brownies for staff to taste and vote
for. It was all anonymous, including
the identity of the baker and the
voting slips.

The counting of the Brownie Bake Off
slips was verified by my glamorous
assistant who is much better at maths
and counting than | am, my 8 year old
son William, and he confirmed that the
winner was .............
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Christine Nicholson!

Thank you to everyone who took part.
A grand total of £98.70 is making its
way to the very worthy cause

In March, we welcomed Year 9 students Brainstrust.

and their families to explore their GCSE
options. It was a fantastic event with so
many amazing subjects on display!

www.brainstrust.org.uk



http://www.brainstrust.org.uk

Morgan Stanley partners the Trust

\_Jj;sr,:iey Hills

Sustainable ,

Enterprise l

Challenge

Mrs Joshi and some of the Y7 students welcomed Morgan Stanley volunteers into

school this month to launch the cross-Trust project to engage and enthuse our students
about the world of business and finance. The famous financial services company is working
in partnership with the CRST schools to encourage and promote the Trust values and work
as part of a wider team. Watch this space for updates regarding the project....

RSAS8 project launch

CRST were excited to launch the RSA8 social action project today at Waseley. Welcoming

Year 8 ambassadors from Ipsley, Holyhead, Gospel Oak, Church Hill and Waseley Hills. Lots
of planning, collaborative work and action for change!



Our Year 12 students have made us
immensely proud by taking part and
WINNING a Trust-wide ‘University
Challenge’ style quiz hosted by
Holyhead school.

Our team successfully made it
through to the final following a
tense tie breaker first round against
Arrow Vale to go on to win the final
in another tie breaker round with
Gospel Oak to be crowned overall
winners.

The winning students were each
awarded with a £20 Amazon voucher
and Waseley will receive an
engraved trophy shield.

Our year 13 Psychology students attended a
specialist revision workshop at Star City. Whilst
there, they were able to show off their skills and
win a maths challenge over the 400 other
delegates attending.

. Thelevels of
apprenticeships

iy

The Waseley Sixth team have worked closely with
our Sixth Form students to support them with
their post-18 aspirations and opportunities -
incorporating ASK Apprenticeship seminars,
Careers Worcestershire 1 to 1 guidance and mock
interview practice.

Students have taken part in careers trips this term
including an Apprenticeship festival at Millennium
Point, Birmingham and a UCAS Discovery event at
Worcester University.
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Young Enterprise: Our Year 12 students have
been working hard setting up their own company
from scratch — Tails and Trinkets. They ran a

fundraising bake sale to raise startup funds in To prepare our Year 13 students and empower
readiness for launching their final product next them for their next steps after Waseley, we
term. They are learning vital skills for life beyond invited Pete Marr from Redditch Self Defence
school ranging from marketing, finance and Society to deliver a self-defence workshop.

company operations.

As our Sixth Form students approach 18, the legal
age to vote, we welcomed Bromsgrove District
Council chairman Cllr Sam Ammar and Rubery’s
local councillor Esther Grey to deliver an
assembly to our Sixth Formers highlighting the
importance of their vote, the democratic process
and the powers of our local council.

Our Eco Committee have recruited new Eco
ambassadors to help lead our lower school as we
take part in a CRST carbon footprint and energy
saving competition. The aim of the competition is
to reduce Waseley’s energy consumption and
significantly reduce our carbon footprint.

The Eco Committee will be working with our
school community to raise awareness and create
energy saving policies.

Waseley hosted a ‘Success at A level’ evening for
our Year 13 students and their parents/guardians
as they approach their final A level examinations.
The aim of the evening was to explore revision
techniques and revisit their study skills.



What a performance!
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On the 27" and 29" February, our students presented High School Musical Jnr. Our
fantastic cast both on stage and backstage performed two evening performances which
were a huge success. It has without doubt made a huge imprint on the memories of those
students who have shown dedication in rehearsing and practising for six months.

Their performances were seen by parents/carers and other students and, because of their
brilliant performances, we have had numerous other students ask what shows will be
happening in the future and whether they could be a part of the next production. Our cast
have clearly inspired the next generation of Waseley students. They themselves have
commented about the skills they have developed

throughout the experience.

We would like to thank Miss Loveridge, Mrs Meredith
and Mr. White for their inspirational choreography
and direction of the musical. Needless to say, they
loved it and have already begun to plan the summer

showcase and future performances.




We are incredibly proud of everyone involved and cannot wait
for the next show! Bring on next year!

We also welcomed 260 students from Lickey Hills, Beaconside and Holywell on Wednesday
to see the performance during the school day. They were incredible and their enthusiasm,
politeness and positivity made for a wonderful matinee. The cast thrived off the energy of
the primary school students and, of course, seeing siblings and family members in the
crowd. Thank you to the amazing staff who showcased their amazing students. They were
a credit to their respective schools and the community.




World Book Day

We had the joy of creating a ‘book buzz’ for World Book Day.
Our students were challenged to make three small changes to
WORLD create new habits:

BOOK Spend their book token on a book that they will love.
DAY Read something they love for at least 5 minutes a night.
7 MARCH 2024 Have a conversation with a teacher about what they are reading.

We tickled the students’ curiosity with an extract from a story in
every lesson with staff reading to their classes for 10 minutes in

every
lesson, exposing our students to
exciting new reads to investigate!

Modern Foreign Languages became
even more linguistic with their
tricky tongue twisters and spanish

fairytales. The excitement

continued throughout the day with
a Teacher Treasure Hunt, where our
students raced around the school to
match the teacher to their favourite
book — fastest and most accurate

winning a £10 gift voucher for
Waterstones.

Our students were given time to enter the Trust’s ‘Brilliant Blurb’ and ‘Creative Cover’
competition. They drew from reading experiences at home and in school to participate,
showcasing their incredible talents in writing and drawing. Well done to all who entered!
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Thursday 7th March

Waseley got into the spirit and dressed

to impress our students displaying an
array of fictional characters from our
favourite fictional fancies. Students
gueued up at the polling station to
crown Miss Kendall as the Best Dressed
member of staff, and English as the
Best Dressed department. Let’s keep
the ‘book buzz’ alive and spend those
book tokens!




El dia de San Valentin

On St. Valentine’s
Day, students used
both their Spanish
subject knowledge
and creative skills to
design friendship flowers stating
what they think makes a good
friend - “Una buena amiga es ....”

Students’ impressive entries have
been awarded Ethics points as well
as a place on the Spanish display
board.



Easter reading for fun!

Read a short
story or poem
with a chocolate
theme

Read a recipe
whilst whipping
up an Easter
treat

Read a book
out loud to a
parent, friend
or sibling

.. . Read a magazine
or newspaper
article on your
phone

Visit your local
library and
choose a book
to read

Read for 15
minutes a day
during the
Easter holiday




Let’s read about chocolate

The history of chocolate begins on what is now the southern part of Mexico and part of Central America,
in a region known as Mesoamerica, since the cacao plant is native to this land. Pre-colombian cultures
such as the Olmecs and the Mayans cultivated this plant and used the cacao seeds to prepare beverages,
something similar to hot cocoa but with a bitter taste.

The Aztecs did something similar, but they apparently drank
this beverage cold, instead of hot. The word ‘chocolate” comes
from a nahuatl word xocolatl (the X 'has a ch sound here) and it
meant something like 'bitter drink' or 'bitter water'.

After the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs, chocolate was
imported to Europe. There, it quickly became a court favourite.
It was still served as a beverage, but the Spanish added sugar or
honey to counteract the natural bitterness.

In 1847, Joseph Fry discovered a way to mix the ingredients of cocoa powder,
sugar and cocoa to manufacture a paste with a higher percentage of cocoa butter
that could then be more easily moulded into a solid chocolate bar. He is generally
credited for the first mass-produced bar.

White chocolate is technically not considered ‘real” chocolate, as it does not contain
cocoa solids. However, it does contain cocoa butter, sugar and milk solids, which give
it a creamy texture and sweet flavour. White chocolate was invented in the 1930s by
Nestlé. The Swiss company developed this new type of chocolate in response to a
surplus of cocoa butter. It was first launched in Europe under the name Milky Bar.

CONTINUE THE CHOCOLATE THEME WITH THESE READS
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Why not take a look at our Virtual

Book Club. We only meet online.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztec_cuisine

Sdfeguarding news

Knife Crime Assembly

£ Crimestoppers

Q
Part 0800 555 111

Fearless.org

On Monday 12th March, Years 7, 8 and 9 took part in an informative and interactive workshop around
knife crime as part of their PSHE curriculum. Peter Martin, creator #droptheknife, led the session
supporting pupils to be fully in the know about the dangers of carrying a knife but also teaching them
about protective behaviour so they can keep safe within the community.

Although knife crime levels in West Mercia Police area are relatively low in comparison to other parts of
the county, we need to educate children and young people from an early age to make sure they
understand the message ‘Save a life, Ditch the knife’. Police alone cannot tackle knife crime. It takes a
multi-agency approach involving local authorities, schools, young people, parents/ families and voluntary
organisations with everyone playing their part!

#TACKLINGVIOLENCETOGETHER

THINK THEY MIGHT BE
CARRYING A KNIFE?

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/fearless/more-info/crime-types-explained/knife-crime
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Kooth is a free online service Call us free 24/7 on
offering emotional

West Midlands fo?::i?;::rt? ;:::::::.z:‘:;%:le 11 6 1 23
POLICE

www.kooth.com -
samaritans.org




WASELEY CARES

THERE IS SUPPORT ALL AROUND YOU

-
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AT WASELEY HILLS

All members of staff undergo safeguarding training on a

regular basis and understand the importance of protecting the
Felrs Mebe e dith E - - e

Dickpatin] S v g L young pecple in their care.

\

Students across the shool have access to trained Anti Bullying
Ambassadors who can be identified by their badges.

47 M

We work dosely with a number of outside agencies to support

Kirs Williams. Mr Blount
-, " students and staff- Malachi, Birmingham Children's Trust and
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Waorcestershire Children Frst are just a few of them.

W

Studentsin Year 11 are supported with additional tutoring
and spedalist GCSE interventions.

- Bradlay . Fliss Strafford The PSHCE programme keeps students healthy and safe and
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Be haviour support is available to students who are at risk of
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suspensicn and permanent exdusion.

Free pericd products are available from the PE De partment,
Dy Reception, Learning Support and Student Services.
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Your Form Tutor is your first point of contact followed by

Student Welfare Officers then your Head of Year

If you are concerned about your own wellbeing or the wellbeing of others outside of school hours, please contact
CHILDLINE 02001111 SAMARITANS 116123



Wellbeing at Waseley

~ The Waseley Way To Wellbeing

PLEASE SEE THE LINKS TO OUR WELLBEING NEWSLETTER THAT INCLUDES THE
HUGE DEVELOPMENTS WE HAVE MADE IN OUR WHOLE SCHOOL APPROACH TO
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING !
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Waseley Hills High Schoci
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WASELEY HILLS HIGH
SCHOOL

Girls on Board provides a proactive and reactive
approach to friendships recognising the complexity of
girls and their emotional wellbeing. It empowers girls to

support friendship growth as well as sharing the

responsibility across the whole cohort. Recently Mrs G I R Ls
Molgod ha§ received Girls on Boar.d Pra(?tltloner status ON BOARD
and is looking forward to rolling this out in the summer

term to assist all staff, students and our community to [ § ‘
support girls and their friendships in a proactive and b o

positive way.

Look out for the parent information evening
early in the summer term!

"EVERY GIRL NEEDS A FRIEND"

Girls on Board is based around this central truth - it is imperative for the
development of girls especially between the ages of 8 - 18Y




Wellbeing at Waseley

— THE WASELEY WAY TO WELLBEING! 9

W40 CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK VYA 7
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’ Waseley celebrated Children’s Mental Health Week in February. PRI
This year’'s theme set by Place2Be was ‘Your Voice Matters!’

Each year group attended an assembly to discuss and debate how
individuals use their voice to make positive change. Discussions
included topics around, race, equality, positive debate through varying
projections including poetry, art, music and dance.

Starting Well Partnership
EVERY CONTACT SHAPES A LIFE

AT AT

IF YOURE AGED [I—19 YEARS YOU CAN TEXT THE
NUMBER BELOW 10 SPEAK T0 A SCHOOL HEALTH
NURSE FOR CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE AND SUPPORT
ON A RANGE OF HEALTH AND. WELLBEING SSUES

UNDERSTANDING YOUR TEEN

A 10-week group programme that helps you find out
more about sleep, bullying, relationships and why your |18 www.startingWellwo
teenager behaves the way they do.

Digital Course starting on: SUMABLE FOR FAMILIES

ettty rean. - NSNS Welcome to the Starting Well Partnership.
R T e Otarting Well supports families, parents, children and
ok El e s s o s o young people across Worcestershire to lead happy,
I healthy and fulfilled lives.

Visit www.startingwellworcs.nhs.uk to access tailored
@ @@ ([ @ @ (@ information and advice.

Sadly, we had some sombre news about a former colleague Rebecca Davidge who was the subject leader for Religion,
Philosophy and Ethics. There have been some beautiful words and memories shared from former students and colleagues and
I would urge you to visit our Facebook page to contribute or take time to read this collection of tributes. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the family during this difficult time.




TEAM PE Sporting NEWS

Netball against Arrow Vale - Win!

This term, Waseley Hills beat Arrow Vale Yr 11 netball team 19-1.
We also beat their Yr 9 team 16-5 although, to be fair, we did only have one Yr 9 player
(due to injury and illness) and the rest were our Yr 11s to make up the numbers!

Congratulations girls for an outstanding effort.

Girls Football against Parkside - Win!

Earlier this month, we played two 30-minute halves of football
against Parkside. The girls were fantastic in both games. The first
game/half they won 7-4 and the second game/half they won 3-1.

Considering some of the girls don't play football outside of school,
they really enjoyed themselves, got stuck in and played some
beautiful football. Congratulations to Player of the Match, Phoebe
from Waseley Hills!

Boys Football against Parkside - Win!

On Monday 18" March, Year 7 boys football travelled to Parkside Middle School for their first 11 a side
fixture away from school. The boys made a positive start to the game, going 3-0 up with just 15 mins
played. Parkside grew into the game and managed to pull 2 goals back quickly into the second half.
However, the year 7 Waseley boys grew in strength towards the latter stages of the game and extended
the lead to 4-2 before a late consolation goal from Parkside to finish the game off 3-4 win for year 7

Waseley Boys.
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TEAM PE Sporting NEWS

On Wednesday 20" March, Mrs Bridgeman took a group of dancers to South Bromsgrove
High School to attend a Dance Festival. The girls showcased 3 dance routines, a duet, solo
and a group number. The girls were absolutely fabulous and executed some high quality

choreography. They were great ambassadors for the school.

Lunch
Y
ear7/8 Handbaj in Sports Hall

with Mr, Phelap - bring trainer.
After Schoo| :
.Y8-10 Netbalf in Sports Haj|
With Miss Harley - bring pg kit
Yio Football oy the field

Bocts and shin Pads mand, tory for
after Schoo/ faor, ball




TEAM PE Sporting NEWS

Year 10 Girls Personal Exercise

Programmes

To cheer up the final week of our
December through January fitness
lessons, we decided a break was
needed from the girls’ own fitness

plans.

We enjoyed doing our exercising with
our post-Christmas ‘Advent’ workout

designed by Miss Harley. We were

able to keep to our fitness whilst making it fun. This included Emoms, which are a set of
exercises completed on the minute every minute, ARAMPs which are as many reps as you
can in a given time. These were based around Christmas festivities and names. We had a
snack, main course, and pudding, with a variety of exercises in each part of the menu with
different Christmas names: e.g. bad santas (5 press ups) and tinsel toes (20 toe touches).

Thank you Ms Harley for letting us have fun and stay motivated. All the girls really enjoyed

- ")

' Hot pants, cycling shorts, black leggings and
branded items are not permitted to be worn for PE.
n ll ' )

Additional items which may be required
1 . e .= el | ml
| &P 150k « (o)
Term 1 i

Majority of students will require football Gum Shield Hair bands to maintain hair Health and Safety **Sl)pr?srtcselitri?’ica:t(iioierneoii\,::;rto
boots and shin pads. The boots can be Year 7-10 especially being based at the Waseley Hills b d duri a iod**
worn for handball/athletics/rounders. Boys rugby € excused during a perio

fitness this year in PE.

Expected PE items PE Kit un iform

Alternative

But totally plain Navy Blue
items




Summer Term 2024

TERM STARTS Monday 8" April 2024
HALF TERM Monday 27" May 2024 — Friday 31% May 2024
TERM ENDS Friday 19" July 2024

STAFF TRAINING DAY  Monday 22™ July 2024

Reception is open 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday during term times.

0121 453 5211

You can email us at any time on office@waseleyhills.worcs.sch.uk
especially if you have any news and pictures you would like to share

in our next newsletter.

oo

Follow us on Facebook, X, Instagram and via the new school website:

www.waseleyhillsschool.org.uk

fm o (A | Central Region
aseley Hills High School o V| schools Trust

Aspire, Invest, Respect Founded by the RSA

T 0121 453 5211 « E office@waseleyhills.worcs.sch.uk ¢ W

Waseley Hills, a high school operated by Central Region Schools Trust,
a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company Number 08166526.
Registered Office: Suite BO6 Assay Offices, 141 Newhall Street, Birmingham B3 1SF



