


Welcome to A Level Drama!

The following work is designed to help you prepare for the A Level course. Please collate all work in an A4 ring binder. This will form the beginnings of your Drama Folder which will be checked regularly.
We follow the Eduqas A Level Drama specification and in simple terms, the subject content for A Level Drama & Theatre is divided into 3 components: 
1. Theatre workshop Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated 20% of qualification 
2. Text in Action Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner 40% of qualification 
3. Text in Performance Written Exam 40% of qualification 
Both Components 1 and 2 are designed to encourage learners to make connections between dramatic theory and their own practice. While preparing their practical work, learners will explore the work of two theatre practitioners (individuals or companies) and then apply their research to their performances. Learners are also required to watch at least two live theatre productions and learn about the processes and practices involved in interpreting and performing theatre. In Component 3, learners explore two complete performance texts and one extract from a third text. There is an exciting and diverse list of texts to choose from; centres must select one which was written before 1956 and one which was written after 1956.
You will need your own copies of the text for your studies – they can be purchased from Amazon using the below links – please ensure you get the correct text/ISBN number. Clean copies of the text will be provided for you for the written exam.
The Winter's Tale: William Shakespeare: Amazon.co.uk: Shakespeare, William, Edmondson, Paul, McDonald, Russ, McDonald, Russ: 9780141396569: Books
Small Island (NHB Modern Plays): (stage Version): Amazon.co.uk: Andrea Levy, Helen Edmundson: 9781848428515: Books
The Book of Dust - La Belle Sauvage (NHB Modern Plays) : Philip Pullman, Bryony Lavery: Amazon.co.uk: Books






Task 1: Component 3 Preparation 
Please purchase and read The Book of Dust La Belle Savauge The Book of Dust - La Belle Sauvage (NHB Modern Plays) : Philip Pullman, Bryony Lavery: Amazon.co.uk: Books
After reading the play answer the following on lined paper and file it in your ring binder: 
1. What is the story about? 
2. What are the themes in the play? 
3. Which stage configuration would you use (proscenium arch, theatre in the round, traverse, and thrust) for this production and what impact would this have on your audience? 
4. Pick a moment from the play, whereabouts would the characters positioning and movement/proxemics be on stage and why? 
5. What design elements including: sound, lighting, set and props, costume, hair or make-up would you choose for this moment and why? 
Use any live theatre you have seen as an influence to help you with your decision making and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed.

Task 2: Component 1 and 2 Preparation
Choose 3 of the below theatre practitioners:
• Stanislavski 
• Brecht 
• Boal 
• Artaud 
• Berkoff 
• Katie Mitchell 
• Frantic Assembly 
• Polly Teale 
• DV8 
• John Godber 
• Declan Donnellan 

For each practitioner you have chosen you are to research and make detailed notes on the following:
1. The social, cultural and historical context of the practitioner:
• What key events were happening in history at the time they were/are working? • How was your practitioner’s work influenced by other theatrical/performance styles, genres and methods? 
2. Theatrical purpose and practice: 
• Artistic intentions – who was your practitioner’s work aimed at? What did the practitioner aim to achieve with their work? Why did the practitioner aim for these things? 
• Working methods – how did the practitioner actually go about creating their form of theatre? What was their process? What was original/unique/innovative about their way of working and the product of their practice? 
• Theatrical style and use of conventions.
 3. Collaboration with/influence on other practitioners from and throughout theatre history.

Suggested Reading List for A Level Drama:
You may be able to access most of these online (Welcome to Open Library | Open Library) or be able to loan them from a local public library. There is no expectation for you to read or access everything, however the more you read and see the more informed you will be.
· Buchner, Georg, Woyzeck, version by Jack Thorne (London: Nick Hern, 2017). Available as an e-copy via Drama Online
· Ibsen, Henrik, Ghosts, trans. Michael Meyer, (London: Bloomsbury, 2008). Available as an e-copy via Drama Online
· John Keefe, Simon Murray; Physical Theatres: A Critical Introduction (London: Routledge, 2007)
· Anne Bogart, SITI Company and Viewpoints: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSOwa_hp4qdWVQHb9IQpYkT6jJHVQmUXage 2
· Rudolph von Laban (and Mary Wigman): https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSOwa_hp4qfiHnRW1UTyPnhUm8totzgd
· Jacques Lecoq (and Simon McBurney’s Complicite): https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSOwa_hp4qfRp4cYOoKGmgkfnWErKzmL
· Pina Bausch: http://www.ubu.com/dance/bausch.html
· Forced Entertainment, rule-based durational ‘games’: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSOwa_h-p4qeNd9agcFaAiCLCjrSy4nmH
· Aston, Elaine & Savona, George, Theatre as a Sign-System: A Semiotics of Text & Performance (London:Routledge, 1991)
· Carlson, Marvin, Performance: A Critical Introduction (London and New York: Routledge, 1996)Freshwater, Helen, Theatre and Audience (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009
· Kelleher, Joe, Theatre and Politics (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009
· Artaud A – The Theatre and its Double (Grove Press, 2000) ISBN 9780802150301 
· Bentley E – The Theory of the Modern Stage (Penguin Classics, 2008) ISBN 9780141189185 
· Brook P – The Empty Space (Penguin, 2008) ISBN 9780141189222 
· Eyre R and Wright N – Changing Stages: A View of British and American Theatre in the Twentieth Century (BBC, 2000) (and accompanying video series) ISBN 9780375412035 
· Grotowski J – Towards a Poor Theatre (Routledge, 2002) ISBN9780878301553 
· Innes C – Modern British Drama 1890 to 1990 (Cambridge, 1992) ISBN 9780521315555 
· Shellard D – British Theatre since the War (Yale University Press, 2000) ISBN 9780300087376
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