


Task 1 – Sociology key perspectives.
Make notes on the key ideas and beliefs of each theory (using the links attached)- You will need to make two pages of notes for each perspective
Functionalism: https://www.simplypsychology.org/functionalist-perspective.html
Marxism: https://www.simplypsychology.org/sociological-theories-of-karl-marx.html
Feminism: https://www.simplypsychology.org/feminist-theory-sociology.html
New Right: https://thesociologyguy.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/New-Right.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mPCAoc19fE
Postmodernists: https://revisesociology.com/2017/08/05/postmodernism-introduction-sociology/
Task 2: Introduction to Sociology
Answer the following questions below
1. Define instinct and give an example of instinctive behaviour. 
2. Give three examples of behaviour that varies between individuals and societies.
3. How do the behaviours that you identified in question 2 above show that we do not act purely  on instinct?
4. Give three examples of learned behaviour.
5. Define the following concepts:
a. Culture
b. Values
c. Norms
6. Research and summarise about the following forms of cannibalism
Exocannibalism
Endocannibalism
Necro-cannibalism
7. Define socialisation.
8. What is the difference between primary and secondary socialisation

Task 3 - Analysing the media for stereotypes 
Content analysis is a sociological research method, which was created by Ros Gill (1988) in order to analyse the messages of the mass media. It involves identifying categories of messages, then recording how many times each type of message appears within a particular TV show / film / newspaper etc. 
Your task is to carry out your own content analysis on any Disney film of your choice in order to analyse its use of gender stereotypes. Conduct your research by following these steps:
· Step one: Write a list of stereotypical ‘boy’ behaviors and stereotypical ‘girl’ behaviors. Try to include as many examples as possible and be as stereotypical as you can! 
· Step two: Create a simple tally chart with the following four categories: stereotypical ‘boy’ behavior by male characters, stereotypical ‘girl’ behavior by male characters, stereotypical ‘girl’ behavior by female characters, and stereotypical ‘boy’ behavior by female characters.
· Step three: Watch a Disney film aimed at younger children. Each time you see an example of one of the categories, record it on your tally chart. By the end of the film, you will have a good idea of how stereotypical the behavior of the characters was. 

Once you have conducted your research, you need to write up your findings. Your write up should address the following questions:
· What were your findings? Was the behavior of the characters stereotypical? Can you give some key examples of particular stereotypical or non-stereotypical characters?
· Is it a problem if children’s films are stereotypical? Why? Why might someone disagree with you?
· Should the media avoid using stereotypes? Why?
· How much does the media shape our opinions? 
· Do you think that it is a good or bad thing that children are more exposed to the media than in the past? Why?
· In what ways was content analysis a useful research method? What issues or limitations does content analysis have as a research method?






Task 4 – Reflecting on gender differences in education  
Write at least one A4 page about how and why male and female students may have different educational experiences. Include the following:
· Statistics about gender differences in exam achievement. Why do you think this is the case? Give three developed reasons.
· Differences between how teachers may view male and female students.
· Differences in subject choice of male and female students.
· Differences between expectations and aspirations of male and female students. 
· Differences in behaviour of male and female students.
· Differences in peer groups of male and female students. 
· Differences in opportunities given to male and female students. 
Suggested reading list:
Banyard, K. (2010) The equality illusion : The truth about men and women today. London: Faber and Faber.
Bauman, Zygmunt (2000) Liquid Modernity
Chomsky, N. (2004) Hegemony or Survival: America’s quest for global dominance. London: Penguin Books
Cohen, Stanley (1972) Folk Devils and Moral Panics
Collier, P. (2007) The Bottom Billion – Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Durkheim, Emile (1897) Suicide
Eriksen, Thomas Hylland (2001) Tyranny of the Moment
Foucault, Michel (1976) The History of Sexuality
Friedan, Betty (1963) The Feminist Mystique
Giddens and Sutton (2007) Essential Concepts in Sociology, Polity.
Giddens, Anthony (1999) Runaway World
Venkatesh, Sudhir (2008) Gang Leader for a Day
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