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Throughout this issue, we feature d
di fferent school year groups.

Look out for the palette symbol on
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Respect

We value others, show kindness,
celebrate differences, and create a safe

environment where everyone belongs.

Inspire

We encourage curiosity, creativity,
ambition, and confidence to explore
new ideas and opportunities.

Support

We care for one another, offering
encouragement and understanding

SO everyone can succeed.

Excel

We strive to do our best, embrace
challenges, and achieve our goals
through perseverance.
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The New School
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Year 7,8,9 Year 10,11,12,13 Time

8.50-9.20

—— 10.20 ] 11-20

11.20 - 11.40

__ 11-40 ] 12-40

12.40-1.10

-- 1-10-1-40
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Every weekday in the cafe from 8:00am
All students welcome
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Year 8 - War Project
'Poppy Head’
Observational Drawing

Within the War project, Year 8 students
produced observational coffee
paintings of poppy heads. They refined
their use of tone and mark-making to
capture form, texture and detail. The
project strengthened their ability to
work from first-hand sources.
Outcomes showed increasing control
and sensitivity in their techniques.
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Year 9 - Childhood Memories

Students explored personal
narratives in the Childhood
Memories project by creating
expressive coffee paintings inspired
by meaningful objects from their
past.

They applied their understanding of
tone and mark-making to develop
depth and atmosphere within their
work. The project encouraged both
technical skill and emotional
connection. Students responded
enthusiastically, producing
thoughtful and engaging outcomes.
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Year 7 3D Design — Ceramic Cake Moneybox Project

During their 3D Design rotation in Design Technology, our Year 7 students
at Waseley Hills have designed their very own ceramic cake money boxes!
Students learn how to use the slab-building technique and they then
hand-build decorative elements to personalise their work. The work is
then glazed and fired in the kiln to bring their work to life!

Students have really enjoyed learning new techniques with clay and
cannot wait to start saving their pocket money.
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Year 7- Cardboard Relief Bugs

Inspired by Josh Gluckstein, students
designed and constructed cardboard relief
bug sculptures. They explored texture,
layering and structure to create dynamic,
three-dimensional forms. The project
encouraged creative problem-solving and
experimentation with recycled materials.
Outcomes were imaginative and full of
character.
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Year 8 - Picasso
Inspired Collage

Inspired by Picasso, students
created striking monochromatic
collages based on celebrity
portraits. They explored
composition, layering and tonal
values to build depth and visual
interest. The project developed
their understanding of abstraction
and form. Outcomes
demonstrated bold, confident use
of materials and design.
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Because every pet belongs
with you."
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Day of the Dead Inspired Textiles Skulls

Inspired by Day of the
Dead traditions, KS3
students created
vibrant 3D textile
skulls. They explored
appliqué, a range of
hand-stitching
techniques, and
decorative
embellishment. The
project developed
their confidence in
working with textiles
and surface design.
Outcomes were
highly detailed,
expressive, and
culturally inspired.
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Year 8 - Picasso Inspired Masks

Inspired by Pablo Picasso, students created expressive 3D clay faces
exploring abstraction and form. They incorporated relief elements using

the slip and score method to build depth and structure. The project
developed their understanding of sculptural techniques and
composition. Outcomes were bold, imaginative and full of personality.




This year, the government declared 2026
The National Year of Reading, a campaign
backed by the Department for Education
and the National Literacy Trust. The goal of
this campaign is to promote reading for
pleasure among young people across the
UK.

It’s not about guilt or obligation. The
initiative emphasises reading as a part of
everyday life, rather than a chore; so read
about what you already enjoy!

IREADINGIRIUS]
e AVWARDS e

Reading Plus
Champion of the Year

Waseley’s Reading Progress 2025-26:

At Waseley Hills, we wholeheartedly
champion reading for pleasure through
our:

* Consistent weekly reading lessons
across the whole of Key Stage 3 in
which titles are voted for by students.

*  World Book Day celebrations.

* Design a bookmark or character
competitions.

* Reading Plus Championships for years
7 and 8.

*  Ms Farrell-Carver and Mr Skelding’s
Tuesday and Thursday Reading Club.

* Wide-ranging curricula in which
students can explore a variety of
genres, writers and perspectives.

NGRT testing between two points has revealed that average standardised reading scores
have increased from 102.2 to 103.4, with the National Average being 100.

This shows that our current in-class reading strategies work and that interventions are
effective. Most importantly, Waseley Hills is a school that reads.




Summer Reading Recommendations

50 Recommended Reads for...
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scanme  Or visit www.booksfortopics.com/year-8 For more booklists by age or topic, visit booksfortopics.com




Summer Reading Recommendations

50 Recommended Reads for...

ERAGON

n'd}fi, n
r

BECAUSE
'@
LR

scanme  Or visit www.booksfortopics.com/year-9 For more booklists by age or topic, visit booksfortopics.com

IK ROWLING Useful Links: -,
“Hﬂﬂ}’Pﬂm‘«f MITCH JOHNSON ©

P

National Year of Reading
About | National Year of Reading 2026 | Go All In
National Year of Reading 2026 | National Literacy Trust

Encouraging Reading for Pleasure
Reading tips | BookTrust
10 top tips for parents to support children to read - GOV.UK
How to support your child's reading at home - BBC Bitesize
ke Audiobook apps and authors’ talks
blackman . : . .
et e e s s Audible | Listen to Audiobooks, Podcasts & Originals
BBC Sounds - Categories — Audiobooks
Spotify — Audiobooks
Penguin Talks - Penguin Books UK | Official Site
Home - authorfy
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lanyard walking around
unaccompanied, please report this
immediately to the nearest
member of staff.

No Lanyard - No Entry to School

Nobody (except students) should ever be seen in

Black Lanyard:
Sixth Form Student
Burgundy Lanyard:

Member of Waseley/
Central Region Trust Staff

Green Lanyard:

school without a lanyard.
Visitor whose credentials

have been checked and If you see anyone walking around without a lanyard,
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https://www.westmercia.police.uk/police-forces/west-mercia-police/areas/west-mercia/campaigns/campaigns/2024/exploitation-and-vulnerability-workshops
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WASELEY CARES

Mrs Meredith
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Masters
Senior Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Mcleod
Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead

» -

o

Mr Blount

Designated Sa‘feguardlng Lead

THERE IS SUPPORT ALL AROUND YOU
AT WASELEY HILLS

All members of staff undergo safeguarding training on a
regular basis and understand the importance of protecting the

young people in their care.

Students across the school have access to trained Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors who can be identified by their badges.

av /s

Mrs Williams
Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead

?]

Mrs Joshl

Designated Safeguardlng Lead

We work closely with a number of outside agencies to support
students and staff - Malachi, Birmingham Children’s Trust and
Worcestershire Children First are just a few of them.

Students in Year 11 are supported with additional tutoring
and specialist GCSE interventions.

>

Miss Ashley
Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Preston
Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead

ﬁ’ V

Miss Green
Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead

»

Miss Burke—Martm

Designated Sa‘feguardlng Lead

Mrs Stanford
Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead

The PSHCE programme keeps students healthy and safe and
prepares them for life and work.

Behaviour support is available to students who are at risk of
suspension and permanent exclusion.

Free period products are available from the PE Department,
Reception, Learning Support and Student Services.

Your Form Tutor is your first
point of contact followed by
Student Welfare Officers then
your Head of Year

If you are concerned about your own wellbeing or that of
others outside of school hours, please contact

CHILDLINE 08001111 SAMARITANS 116123
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PE ENRICHMENT =" 1 & R

Amazing opportunities waiting for you!

CLUBS REPRESENT YOUR
( KS3 Girls' Football  SCHOOL

s (=) Girls’ Football
) KS3 Boys’ Football Matches (KS3) .
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