
 

  

A Level Sociology 

Bridging Course 



Task 1 – Sociology key perspectives. 

Make notes on the key ideas and beliefs of each theory (using the links attached)- You will need 

to make two pages of notes for each perspective 

Functionalism: https://www.simplypsychology.org/functionalist-perspective.html 

Marxism: https://www.simplypsychology.org/sociological-theories-of-karl-marx.html 

Feminism: https://www.simplypsychology.org/feminist-theory-sociology.html 

New Right: https://thesociologyguy.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/New-Right.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mPCAoc19fE 

Postmodernists: https://revisesociology.com/2017/08/05/postmodernism-introduction-

sociology/ 

 

Task 2 - Analysing the media for stereotypes  

Content analysis is a sociological research method, which was created by Ros Gill (1988) in 

order to analyse the messages of the mass media. It involves identifying categories of 

messages, then recording how many times each type of message appears within a particular TV 

show / film / newspaper etc.  

Your task is to carry out your own content analysis on any Disney film of your choice in order to 

analyse its use of gender stereotypes. Conduct your research by following these steps: 

• Step one: Write a list of stereotypical ‘boy’ behaviors and stereotypical ‘girl’ behaviors. 

Try to include as many examples as possible and be as stereotypical as you can!  

• Step two: Create a simple tally chart with the following four categories: stereotypical 

‘boy’ behavior by male characters, stereotypical ‘girl’ behavior by male characters, 

stereotypical ‘girl’ behavior by female characters, and stereotypical ‘boy’ behavior by 

female characters. 

• Step three: Watch a Disney film aimed at younger children. Each time you see an 

example of one of the categories, record it on your tally chart. By the end of the film, 

you will have a good idea of how stereotypical the behavior of the characters was.  

 

Once you have conducted your research, you need to write up your findings. Your write up 

should address the following questions: 

• What were your findings? Was the behavior of the characters stereotypical? Can you 

give some key examples of particular stereotypical or non-stereotypical characters? 

https://www.simplypsychology.org/functionalist-perspective.html
https://www.simplypsychology.org/sociological-theories-of-karl-marx.html
https://www.simplypsychology.org/feminist-theory-sociology.html
https://thesociologyguy.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/New-Right.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mPCAoc19fE
https://revisesociology.com/2017/08/05/postmodernism-introduction-sociology/
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• Is it a problem if children’s films are stereotypical? Why? Why might someone disagree 

with you? 

• Should the media avoid using stereotypes? Why? 

• How much does the media shape our opinions?  

• Do you think that it is a good or bad thing that children are more exposed to the media 

than in the past? Why? 

• In what ways was content analysis a useful research method? What issues or limitations 

does content analysis have as a research method? 

 

 

 

Task 3 – Reflecting on gender differences in education   

Write at least one A4 page about how and why male and female students may have different 
educational experiences. Include the following: 

• Statistics about gender differences in exam achievement. Why do you think this is the 
case? Give three developed reasons. 

• Differences between how teachers may view male and female students. 

• Differences in subject choice of male and female students. 

• Differences between expectations and aspirations of male and female students.  

• Differences in behaviour of male and female students. 

• Differences in peer groups of male and female students.  

• Differences in opportunities given to male and female students.  

 

Task 4 - Complete the following research tasks which focus on you as an individual in relation to 

your area and how factors may compare on a national scale. The tasks aim to encourage you to 

consider a range of sociological themes.  

 

1. Street Check 

View the latest demographic information for your area.  

www.streetcheck.co.uk 

Questions: What are employment rates in your area? What is the gender split in your 

area? How does the median age in your area compare to the national age? 

 

2. View Crime Statistics on your street or within a one-mile radius 

Compare crime rates for your postcode and/or future university. 
https://www.crime-statistics.co.uk/ 

http://www.streetcheck.co.uk/
https://www.crime-statistics.co.uk/


Question: What does the crime information tell you about the respective areas? What does 

the crime information not tell you about the respective areas?  
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