
Mock preparation-

Vanitas

Develop an Assessment Objective 4 piece of work.

Brief: Art work design for a client who wants a tattoo 
with the theme ‘Vanitas’. 

The client wants a skull to be the main feature of the 
design. They also want elements from nature included.

Cheech 
Sanchez 2014



1. Title page in sketchpad ‘Vanitas’

2. Research and planning page,
Select and collect images.

3. Mock Exam day – A3- A3+





These clips will help you understand more clearly what VANITAS means in Art… WATCH THEM ☺ It will take 30 mins with note making

1. A very brief  overview

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMOpguZWkPc 2. An 8 minute detailed lecture       
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUpwenYB5eE

3 A Contemporary Exhibition 2010- showing some great work

From artists who are creating new work with a Vanitas theme
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVRr5prGaxk

You need a pen and paper and to 

make notes- the narrator gives 

lots of  examples of  symbolism, 

the meaning of  objects included 

in these early Vanitas paintings 

from 17th Century

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMOpguZWkPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMOpguZWkPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUpwenYB5eE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVRr5prGaxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVRr5prGaxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVRr5prGaxk


Title Page ‘ VANITAS’

You could Include –
*   A definition of what Vanitas art is.
• Images of 17th Century traditional Dutch Vanitas

artwork.
• A copy of a section of a Vanitas artwork
• List/ mind map of symbolism used in Vanitas

( from your notes watching the clip)
• Skulls
• Your own art work – drawings/ photos of

objects that are used as symbolism in Vanitas art, such as 
clocks, half filled glass, rotting fruit, flowers. 
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