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	Year​
	AC1​
	AC2​
	AC3​

	11
	Topic overview: Complete Crime + Research Methods + Developmental Psychology
Is criminal behaviour learnt or are you born criminal? (Defining and measuring crime, theories and studies into crime and deviance, punishment, and rehabilitation).
How do children develop and learning? (Stages of development, brain development, theories and studies into cognitive development and learning, application to the changing role of education).
How do children develop and learning? (Stages of development, brain development, theories and studies into cognitive development and learning, application to the changing role of education).
Synoptic Links: Skill of writing evaluation in PEEL structure.
Cross-Curricular: Mathematics (Math’s skills). Learning for Life/Religious Education (punishment and rehabilitation within the criminal justice system).

	Topic Overview Developmental Psychology+ Psychological Problems
How do children develop and learning? (Stages of development, brain development, theories and studies into cognitive development and learning, application to the changing role of education).
Explanations and treatments for Schizophrenia and Depression. (Defining mental health, theories, and studies into the development of schizophrenia and depression, anti-psychotics, and CBT).
Synoptic Links: Debates in Psychology. Skills of writing evaluation in PEEL structure, research methods.
Cross-Curricular: Science (dopamine; evolution), Religious Education/History (stigma and discrimination), Child

	Topic Overview 13-Markers + Revision
Methods (design a study) practice questions. Exam Practice based on PLC’s leading up to exams. (Revision timetable shared with students and parents)

Synoptic Links: 13 markers require synoptic links from across the Psychology GCSE course. Exam Practice based on PLC’s leading up to exams.


	12
	​Topic overview: Research Methods + Approaches + Social Influence
How to conduct research in Psychology? (Aim and hypotheses, experiments/studies, peer review, implications for the economy, analysing data including maths skills and statistical tests.)
What are the different perspectives/approaches in psychology? (Origins of Psychology, behaviourist approach, social learning theory, cognitive approach, biological approach, psychodynamic approach, humanistic approach).
How are individuals’ thoughts, feelings and behaviours are affected by others (Conformity, Obedience, Minority Influence and Social Change)
Synoptic links: Debates in Psychology. Evaluation using PEEL structure, Research Methods
Cross curricular: Mathematics (Data analysis- Research Methods). History (Minority influence- including the suffragette movement and the civil rights movement). Learning for Life (conformity- how behaviour of others can impact individual behaviour)
	​Topic overview: Research Methods + Memory + Attachment
How to conduct research in Psychology? (Aim and hypotheses, experiments/studies, peer review, implications for the economy, analysing data including maths skills and statistical tests.)
How are memories stored and why are our memories fallible? (Features of memory, theories of memory, types of long-term memories, forgetting, eye-witness testimonies, cognitive interviews)
Understanding the deep emotional bond that connects one person to another and explaining how these bonds develop and effect our lives.  (Ainsworth, Bowlby, Animal studies, Shafer and Emerson, cultural variations, and influences of early attachment. 
Synoptic links: Debates in Psychology. Evaluation using PEEL structure and Research Methods. Approaches: Behaviourism, classical and operant conditioning. 
Cross curricular: Mathematics (Data analysis- Research Methods). IT (encoding)

	 Topic overview: Psychological problems + biopsychology + Research Methods
Characteristics, explanations and treatments for Phobias, Depression and OCD.
Understanding the body and brain in Psychology. (Nervous system, neurons, synaptic transmission, endocrine system, fight or flight, the brain, ways of studying the brain, biological rhythms).
Design and conduct research into an area of interest from Year 12
Synoptic links: Debates in Psychology and Research Methods. Evaluation using the PEEL structure. Approaches: behaviourism- classical and operant conditioning)
Cross curricular: Mathematics (Data analysis- Research Methods). Science: Dopamine, genes, and neurochemistry. 



	13
	​Topic overview: Approaches+ Research Methods + Issues and debates
How to conduct research in Psychology? (Aim and hypotheses, experiments/studies, peer review, implications for the economy, analysing data including maths skills and statistical tests.)
What are the different perspectives/approaches in psychology? (Origins of Psychology, behaviourist approach, social learning theory, cognitive approach, biological approach, psychodynamic approach, humanistic approach).
Grappling with complex and sometimes controversial issues of psychological research. (Gender/ Culture bias, Nature vs Nurture/ Freewill vs Determinism, Reductionism vs Holism, Idiographic vs Nomothetic and Ethical Implications/ Social Sensitivity in research
Synoptic links: Memory (Cognitive approach), biopsychology (Biological approach) and attachment/ psychopathology (behaviourism- Classical/operant conditioning). Research methods and debates in Psychology.
Cross curricular: Mathematics (Data analysis- Research Methods).


	​Topic overview: Gender + Forensic + Schizophrenia
​Investigating the psychological, social, and cultural aspects of being male or female. (Bem, Kohlberg, Gender Schema Theory, Biological influences, Cultural Influences and Psychological disorders)
Exploring the intersection of Psychology and the legal system. It involves understanding criminal behaviour, profiling, and applying psychological principles with legal contexts and how to deal with offending behaviour. 
What are the symptoms, explanations, and treatments of schizophrenia. (Biological explanations/ treatments, cognitive explanations/ treatments, psychological explanations/ treatments
Synoptic links: Social Learning Theory, Biological approach (genes, and neurochemistry). Cognitive psychology (CBT). Research Methods (methods used)
Cross curricular: Science (genetic basis of schizophrenia and neurotransmitter explanations). Sociology (Social stigma). Learning for life (mental health awareness)
​​
	​ Topic overview: Exam practice + Revision
​ Practice based on PLC’s leading up to exams. (Revision timetable shared with students and parents)
Synoptic links: Exam technique and use of PEEL to structure evaluation. Exam practice based on PLCs. 
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