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Dear Parents and Carers									1st December 2023
It has been another fantastic week which has seen our Year 9 band perform in assemblies ahead of their concert at St Chads Church on the 11th December and at Waseley on the 19th December for the Christmas concert. The theme of the week was respect, and I will be writing to parents for all students who show excellent behaviour throughout December to reward those students and families who get it right day in and day out.
We have re-established strong working relationships with Lickey Hills Primary School in which Mr Mellor and myself visited to see their fantastic students. Similar visits are booked in for Holywell and Beaconside in the next few weeks as part of our efforts to ensure we work together as a close-knit community and ensure smooth transition from primary to secondary. 
Worcestershire Children First have issued a Cold Weather Alert, for more information see this link Keeping warm and well: staying safe in cold weather - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk), but specifically for in school please ensure your young person is wearing appropriate layers under their uniform and a coat, not hoodies.
Christmas Plans
We are excited to write to you with plans for our festive and charity focussed events happening before the end of term. We are so proud, as a school, to have the opportunity to be supporting so many amazing Charities over the coming weeks.
Our students are already participating in our Christmas Hamper competition, collecting food items to donate to local food banks to support those in need in our local community. The deadline for these donations has been extended and tutor groups will be submitting their finished hampers on Friday 8th December. We would like to thank you for all your support in donating food items off the suggested list sent on Arbor previously.
We are pleased to also support Save the Children by participating in their annual Christmas Jumper Day on Thursday 7th December. Students who wish to wear their Christmas jumper instead of their school jumper, alongside their full uniform, on this day. We are asking for a donation of £1, paid by Wednesday 6th December through Squid pay. 
We are also hosting our first trust wide Charity Week Monday 18th – Friday 22nd December, raising money for Birmingham Children’s Hospital; a charity that we know many of our students and families have benefitted from. We are aiming to raise £1000 as a school during this week, an ambitious target that we are hopeful we can meet. I have outlined below the various events and activities that will be happening during this week and how your child can donate/participate:
CRST Charity Week Wristband: £2 each. Students can pre order their wristbands by paying a £2 donation on Squid by Thursday 14th December. They will be able to show their support for our charity week by wearing their wristband throughout the week. Wristbands will be delivered to students on Monday 18th December during culture by our Charity Committee.
Tuck Shop: Our Sixth Form will be running a tuck shop for students on Monday 18th, Wednesday 20th and Friday 22nd December at break time. Selling pick and mix sweet bags, soft drinks, chocolate and more. This is cash only. We ask that students only bring in coins in small denominations, items will be priced £1 and below. Students will not be permitted to consume items they have purchased in lessons only at break and lunch time.
Christmas Fayre: Our Sixth Form students will be hosting a Christmas Fayre on Thursday 21st December during the school day. Students will have the opportunity to visit the fayre in a dedicated timeslot supervised by teachers and participate in the many different stalls and activities. There will be prizes to be won! We will have donation buckets at the fayre where we will welcome any cash donations for our chosen charity. 
Non-Uniform Day: On Friday 22nd December we will be hosting a non-uniform day for students. The donation for this event is included in the purchase of a wristband, or students can make a cash donation on the day collected by our Sixth Form students in culture time. We would ask for a minimum donation of £1. Students will need to ensure that they are appropriately dressed for school and the cold weather. We will of course look forward to seeing some festive accessories!
As a school we are committed to supporting local and national charities and we are very excited to be hosting the above events. Tutors will be speaking to students next week about the charities we are supporting and the difference their donations will make. We will of course update you in the new year with the total amount raised for each respective charity and the positive impact we will have made as a school to those in need.
Yours sincerely
[image: ]Mr T Preston		Miss G Loveridge
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Head of School		Vice Principal
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